












Iceland. I shall not repeat more of his vilification of the Danes, but the speaker said he
had spoken in ignorance and begged forgiveness.
Morris was like an Icelandic farmer in appearance, a tough, strongly-built man, with
touches of red in hair and beard, blue-eyed and with <l" piercing gaze. He was very
informal in dress. He was a rich man, and left about a million krona. He owned a
factory near London where tapestries were woven and various furnishings made which
improved the taste of the English in interior decoration. He was a very charitable man
and generous with money to the poor. Those who knew him best had the highest
regard for him, but to some outsiders he appeared rather obstreperous; and indeed he
never minced his words, whoever he had dealings with, and held his tongue about
nothing of which he disapproved.
He leaves a wife and two daughters.
These news items and obituaries, taken together, show clearly that while the Icelanders

tended to take a rather insular view of William Morris as primarily an apologist for
Icelandic literature, some at least had a wider appreciation of his extraordinary range of
achievement. Those who had known him personally held him in the warmest regard, and
those to whom he was only a name nonetheless shared the view that his death was a loss
to Iceland as much as to England.

NOTES

1 See R.e. Ellison: "The Alleged Famine in Iceland", Saga-Book of the Viking Society
XXII, 1988.

2 Lit. (proverbial) "He did not tie his pack-horse's load with the same knots as his fellow
travellers."

3 The Icelanders, being predominantly fair or red-haired, tend to describe any hair
colour darker than mid-brown as black.

4 Konrad von Maurer (1823-1902), linguist, jurist, historian and enthusiast for Iceland,
which he visited more than once. His publications were chiefly on the history and
development of Norse and German law, but he also wrote a standard history of
Iceland from the Settlement to the fall of the Republic.

S Hofudlausn or "Head-ransom" was the poem reputedly composed in one night by the
Icelander Egill Skallagrimsson while under house-arrest in York, in order to persuade
his enemy King Eidkr Bloodaxe not to execute him in the morning. Morris admired
Egils saga and began a translation of it; the first thirty-nine chapters survive in an
illuminated manuscript at Kelmscott Manor and were published by May Morris in
William Morris: Artist Writer Socialist Vol. I.

6 Adam Gotlob OehlenschUiger (1779-1850), Danish Romantic poet and dramatist,
who drew on Norse material, especially mythology, for many of his works.
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