


subsequent chapters are devoted to The Origins of the Morris Family Fortune, The
Business Career of WiUiam Morris, \Villiam Morris and the Experience of Iceland,
George Wardle's 'Memorials of William Morris', Morris and Company at the Boston
Fair of 1883, Morris, the lonides Family and 1 Holland Park, William Morris and
the Royal Commission on Technical Education, John'Ruskin and rhe Erhical
Foundations of Morris and Company, and ends with Morris and the Making of an
Earrhly Paradise.

Some of this material will be familiar to readers of this Journal, where early versions
of chapters 2 and 8 originally appeared. But set in the context of the book, they read
perhaps more illuminatingly. Harvey and Press have also put students of Morris
further in their debt by reprinting in full two important documents, George Wardle's
'Memorials', and Morris and Company's catalogue for the Boston Foreign Fair of
1883, also prepared by Wardle. The catalogue is a fascinating document, organised
in such a way as to take one around the exhibition and lead one to appreciate the
qualities of design and material in each of the six rooms devoted to the Company's
work. Harvey and Press describe the catalogue as 'possibly the most important
document on Morris (and Morris & Co.) never to appear in print' (p. xii), and it is
certainly good to have it made available here. The 'Memorials', wrinen in 1897 at
the request of Mackail, are even more interesting, ending with the heartfelt tribute:
'No-one having worked for Mr. Morris could willingly have joined any other
workshop or, having passed through any other, would have given up Mr. Morris's
for that' (p. Ill). As the authors remark, the 'Memorials' have rightly been quoted
a good deal by biographers from Mackail onwards, but it is an advance to have them
here in full in an accurately transcribed version.

The authors of course know their Morris well, and initially from an unusual
perspective, so that the book is continuously interesting, and well worrh reading
alongside other accounts of Morris's life and achievement. One of their unusual
emphases is on the Kelmscon Press as being 'not an indulgence of Morris's last years
but ... another well-run and profitable business' (p. xii). As with any other book on
Morris, the reader will not always find himself in agreement. The account of Morris's
biographers is generally judicious, with an unusually kind word for Halliday Spading,
but it repeats the accepted view that it was Robin Page-Arnot who first challenged
the 'Morris myth' in 1934 by asserting Morris's Marxism; this is to ignore, as many
- with the notable exception of Gary Aho - have done. Middleton Murry's two 1932
articles in the Ade/phi and his account of Morris, 'a far more revolutionary socialist
than has appeared in this country since his death', in The Great Victorians in the
same year. I was also slightly disturbed by the praise given to the first edirion of E.
P. Thompson's great political biography. It may indeed be more 'exciting and
challenging' that the more 'measured' 1976 edition, as asserted here (p. 10), but it
seems all too bland to ignore its suggestion that Stalin's Soviet Union was embodying
the ideals of Morris's Nowhere, as Thompson came to see.

However, Ihave no wish [0 end on a critical note about a book from which I learned
a good deal, and which is written with a strong sense of Morris as a worker and actor
in the historical world of the later nineteenth century, however much he hated that
world. The final emphasis of the book on Morris's commitment to the making of an
earthly paradise for all of humanity is refreshing in our cynical times, and we must
surely agree with Harvey and Press's conclusion about Socialism in the post-
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Communist world, that 'the ideals of men such as Morris still provide the humanity
and moral insight that should re-establish the good name of an essentially decent and
idealistic creed' (p. 233).

Peter FauJkner.
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