








In a shop window in King Street, Hammersmith, may be seen the norice, 'For the
sons of toil, margarine at 8d per pound.' We would ask the workers in
Hammersmith to consider the meaning of this choice little advertisement. To us it
means that the idlers, that is to say, the well-ra-do people, who are dependent on
the workers for every scrap of food they eat, and every shred of clothing they wear,
have eaten all the good butter, and now invite the toilers to satisfy themselves with
a cheap and nasty substitute.

Here, quite an effective polemic is made out of such a small incident; one can almost
imagine Morris walking down King Street, looking in the shop window and becoming
enraged by what he saw.

Another aspect of piecemeal social reform came in for criticism from Bruce Glasier
writing on proposals for giving assistance to the poor and unemployed. One charge
that could never be levelled at the Society was philistinism; however, despite this
reputation Glasier writes dismissively of aesthetic provision for the poor. He criticises
those advocating "Socialistic" policies like art galleries, concerts, libraries, and free
education because they usually ignore rhe simpler "bodily needs" of the workers: "If
Communism is good for the mind, it is good for the body." (iss.14)

The final issue of the Record, its twenty-first, appeared in June 1893 and contained
a report from" AS," Andreas Scheu, on the May Day demonstrations across the
world. Scheu contrasts the British event unfavourably with what had occurred on the
Continent, especially Austria and Germany: "The May Day celebration in these
islands is not yet what it ought to be, and what it must become soon, if we are not
to fall back behind the fast advancing columns of our Continental comrades." There
was a debate over whether to hold May Day on the first of Mayor the first Sunday
in the month; Schcu comes down in favour of May the first, and "the day all over
Europe (at least) as a simultaneous expression of the will of the organised workers.'"
Resolutions were proposed at the demonstration; the French had proposed "'universal
peace", and Scheu wanted to make a typical Hammersmith Socialist proposal: "the
establishment of a Socialist Co-operative Commonwealth for art, song and joy to
the life of all ... " With this lofty declaration of European unity the Record ceased
to appear.
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