








thirty shillings, Frank Hollings was asking nine pounds ten
shillings in 1897, and at the Sotheby sale next year it fetched
twelve pounds.

The Chaucer in spite of recognition, showed no such rise in
proportion. Its price from the Press was twenty guineas. Elkin
Mathews asked thirty-five pounds in 1898, but that was high.
Leighton's had wanted thirty pounds in its year of issue, and
that too seems excessive. T regaskis had it at twenty pounds in
1898, which looks like a bargain, and in the April sale at Sotheby's
in that year it fetched twenty-eight pounds, seventeen shillings
and sixpence - only a little more than twice as much as the
Keats. Its value in 1966 was about six or seven hundred pounds.

Collectors seem to have been slow in snapping up the few
copies printed on vellum. Remembering that some books had as
few as six vellum copies, it is slightly surprising to find Sotheran
in 1897 offering a vellum set of Kelmscott books, though of
course they may have been carefully collecting it and several
at that date had still to be issued from the Press. Their price for
the whole set was six hundred and fifty pounds. That is an offer
my grandfathers might have noticed. And if one missed that,
the other could yet have seen a printed note from the Press,
quoting the same price, in July 1897, sounding even more at­
tractive; for there we learn that 'The Chaucer has been bound
in white stamped pigskin at the Doves Bindery, under Mr.
Cobden-Sanderson's direction, from a design by William Morris'.

If one grandfather or the other had enjoyed that small red
specimen of Kelmscott printing, the advertisement for the vellum
set, he might have been caught by item 692 in the Tregaskis
list of May 1898. He could then have cabled his order for 'The
last of the Kelmscott Printing Office. Demy Folio Albion Iron
Press, nlade by Hopkinson and Cope, purchased by William
Morris for taking proofs of the Kelmscott Press publications,
and used from the first for that purpose and for printing the
leaflets'. His for thirty guineas. I should be enjoying a pleasant
apprenticeship no\v, clumsily producing some leaflets which
could yet carry the ghost of faint interest by association.
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