








mean dismissing the Industrial Revolution and all the release
from physical necessity that it represented. Unable to accept
the arcadian ideal, and no longer finding the utopia desirable,
modem authors have turned to writing satiric or ironic utopias.
However, arcadian elements remain. In Aldous Huxley's Brave
New World, a degenerate arcadian, Mr Savage from the Reser­
vation, is brought into contact with a degenerate utopia. In
George Orwell's /984 arcadia has dwindled to a rural bower
of bliss where Winston Smith first consumates his love for Julia,
a rose-like coral paperweight, and panly-remembered verses
about the bells of the great churches built in the age from which
Morris had drawn inspiration. These arcadian elements are
linked to Winston Smith's pathetic attempts to preserve a
private life, to maintain control over his own consciousness by
establishing a continuity with his own and his society's past-a
past nostalgically seen as disappearing forever. William Golding,
m Lord of The Flies, goes one step further. Arcadia is not the
pastoral world of golden childhood, a glimpse of the innate
good and potential for love and joy in man, for Golding does
not share the belief popularized by Rousseau in man's innate
goodness. Rather, a pastoral setting is used as a background
against which to portray the innate evil in man, the origmal sin
that Saint Augustine felt justified sending unbaptized babies to
Hell.

'It is quite useless to declare that all men are born free', wrote
G. B. Shaw in his preface to Major Barbara, 'if you deny that
they are born good.' Morris did believe that men were innately
good. Human relationships had become perverted because the
social environment encouraged the treating of human beings as
objects, possessions, means for producing wealth over which
one had power. Communism for him meant complete equality,
with no more predatory claims of one person over another-of
master over worker, ruler over ruled, husband over wife, or
parent over child. Relations can be natural, and while this will
not solve all problems (such as sexual jealousy) it will allow
human consciousness to assume its rightful quality. For it is the
quality of the lives lived under any system that is the ultimate
yardstick of that system's virtue. This is the news Guest brings
back from his dream-vision.


