






don standards. He learned eagerly, however, from craftsmen
with whom he worked, from visits to the Great Exhibition and
from books such as The Cabinet Maker's Assistant, published
in parts in 1853 (in order to obtain which he went without his
lunch-time beer).

When Morris placed the order for 'some very old fashioned
Furniture in the Mideavel Style' with Baker, Price was given the
job because his self-improvement had given him an interest in
such matters. The ironwork hinges on the large cabinet repres­
enting birds, fishes and flowers, were gilt and coloured and cost
a total of £14. Baker took the whole order for £13 but in the
end Price's wages alone came to more than that. Price stated
that 'He spent a lot of his leisure in carving the arms and panels'
and presumably referred to Morris, although Price's references
are sometimes tantalizingly lacking in precision at just the time
when one needs information about a point. It seems unlikely,
however, that he was referring to himself.

Since Morris was unable, as Mackail suggests, to get a top
class firm to make up his pieces, he was then in a position of
not having the most skilled craftsmen to work on his pieces. He
was fortunate that in the middling to cheaper end of the trade
Henry Price had educated himself to make a wide range of items
and had interested himself in the design of earlier periods. Al­
though he did not go to the quality end of the trade, Morris
went to a firm well respected in the trade which paid only 10%
under the union rate which effectively only obtained in the
West-end at that time. Price praised Baker as a good employer
who valued steady workmen and looked after them as best he
could.

In the later years of his life Price considered the position of
the English worker and also wrote a few words on the medieval
artisan, words which echoed the thoughts of that great socialist,
poet and art furnisher whose furniture he had made in earlier
days. It would be fitting if the efforts of the William Morris
Society led to the discovery of that furniture.
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