


the quotation beneath a photograph of Emery Walker's dining room at 7
Hammersmith Terrace. The opening section of the text gives us an account of the
Arts and Crafts domestic interior in the context of the quotation from Crane,
followed by 'Defining the Arts and Crafts Movement' (which, in reminding us
of the important Emery Walker Library at Cheltenha·m, shows the Kdmscott
Chaucer along with letters from Jane and William lVlorris) and 'Artistically
Attired: Arts and Crafts Dress and Jewellery' (not an area in which we would
expect to find Morris prominent, although we are reminded that Elizabeth Siddal,
Jane Morris and Georgiana Burne-Jones 'all wore loose-fitting artistic dresses',
and were presumably pioneers in doing so). There is a wonderful full-page
photograph of a pensive May Morris in a striped dress and bead necklace, holding
a guitar, as well as a more familiar onc of Jane on a divan in 1865, and William in
his working smock (and round hat) in 1876. The colour illustrations are a great
pleasure, and take LIS from de Morgan pottery and tiles, through a range of
Ashbee's work for the Guild of Handicraft, and Alfred Powell's for Wedgwood, to

Liberry dresses and art pottery from Bretby and the Ruskin Pottery, glassware and
a reading lamp by Gordon Russell, to Eric Gill's 1920 limestone carving 'Nativity'
and Ashbee's splendid 1900 semi-grand piano - a visual feast. The catalogue
takes us from 'Witliam Morris and his Circle' (20 items) through Voysey, Gimson,
and the Birmingham School to Eric Sharpe, Michael Cardew, and recent craft
commissions: Alan Evans's grille for the entrance to the Art Gallery, Bryan
Feddon's commemorative plaque for the opening of the extension ;n 1989, Chinks
Vere Grylls's stained glass window, and the plaque for the Summerfield Galleries
by the Cardolo Kindersley \'Vorkshop. The emphasis is thus, appropriately, on the
continuing vitality of the tradition of workmanship to which Morris contributed
so much. Both books are thus thoroughly worthy of their subjects and a credit to
Cheltenham.

Peter Faulkner
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