








white poppies I had seen when I first woke up; and the table was all set
forth with meat and drink, a big salt-cellar of pewter in the middle,
covered with a white cloth (16:258).

Having had such visions of past architecture and ofhow that style could
contribute to the comfort of nineteenth-century Englishmen, both
Morris and Young England saw their own century's architecture not
only as lacking the virtues of the medieval, but also as working actively
to defeat the very purposes of community and integration the medieval
style served. In 'Art and Socialism' Morris protests the absolute gulf
between the servants and the served in Victorian households. Echoing
Disraeli's words, he contends that though they live in proximity, often
under the same roof, they remain strangers to one another.

Neither Morris nor Young England were to realize their visions of
architecture or of the social integration it could support except in their
writings. Morris's vision lives in News from Nowhere where servants
and served are one and the same, where everyone takes his or her turn
for the good of society and the sheer pleasure of useful labour. Disraeli's
and Manners' visions live in passages such as the one in Coningsby
where the keeping of Christmas at Beaumanoir Castle includes a pantry
open for a week to all tenants.

Such visions, linked to an idealized, half-glimpsed past, offering hope
for a better future, unite Morris and Young England in spite of the very
real differences of philosophy that separate them. Their common vision
of community was fed by a common source-medievalism-which
provided the themes, symbols and rhetoric for their expression. Their
common examples show how deeply rooted in the conventions of
medievalism was Morris's social vision. He tapped a reservoir of images,
language, and themes-a rhetoric of medievalism which had served
others, but which none before had used more earnestly than Young
England in their political effort to change the course of their society.
They, writing earlier, looked to the past for examples to help them
describe the present. He, adapting this rhetoric to his own vision and his
own philosophy, gave it new life at the end of the century by stressing the
need to look forward, beyond the problems of the day. Following his own
admonition to userhe past that is living in the present, Morris focused his
attention on drawing the image of a better future.

14



NOTES

1 John Stuart Mill, The Spirit of the Age (Chicago: University of Chicago
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5 Margaret Grennan quotes Morris on his feeling about the fourteenth
century, the England he said, 'I have before my very eyes'. See Margaret R.
Grennan, William Morris, Medievalist and Revolutionary (New York: King's
Crown Press, 1945), p. 57.

6 William Morris, 'Art Under Plutocracy', The Collected Works of William
Morris, intro May Morris, 24 vols. (London: Longmans Green and Co., 1915),
vo!. 23, pp. 164-91, p. 175. All subsequent citations of Morris's work will be
from this edition and will be identified in the text; each reference will be
followed by the volume number and page number in parentheses.

7 As Margaret Grennan put it, Morris travelled from Anglicanism to
agnosticism and 'stopped just short of materialism', p 64.

8 Benjamin Disraeli, Sybil or the Two Nations, 2 vols. (London: M. WaIter
Dunne, 1904), vo!. I, p. 89.

9 William Morris and E. Belfort Bax, Socialism its Growth and Outcome
(London: Swan Sonnenschein and Co., 1891), p. 97.

10 Benjamin Disraeli, Coningsby (New York: Capricorn Books, 1961),
p.185.

15


